ing the obvious...

nati
sovereignty,
to begin with.

lvinists” sometimes are judgmental,
nt, ungracious, unforgiving, and



Unconditional Election, Limited Atonement,

Irresistible Grace, Perseverance of the Saints),
abbreviated by the acrostic “TULIP”



“TULIP”

eed for Grace

\ditional Election: The Basis of Grace
Atonement: The Extent of Grace
tible Grace: The Efficacy of Grace

rance of the Saints: The Strength of



| TOTAL DEPRAVITY

used with “utter” depravity. We
as wicked as we can possibly

‘total” in the te tal depravity refers to
ect of sin and corruption on the whole

ects every aspect of our being: the body,
1, the mind, the will, and so forth. The
- total or whole person is corrupted by sin.
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and of righteousness” that
nce of the fall.

= corruption from the
f our being. “Radical”
s from the Latin radix, which means

st this with the prevailing idea that sin is
n the surface” of our being - that we are
good at our root and certainly perfectible.
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L DEPRAVITY

described this condition with
nature;

ields corrupt fruit, so sin flows

not sinners because we sin; We sin
we are sinners.
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acknowledged that sinners in
ition are still capable of
“civil virtue.”

rming
is, they are dee
law of God.

n sinners can refrain from stealing and
m acts of charity, but these deeds are not
deemed good in an ultimate sense. God looks

past the outward and evaluates the motive
behind them.



JOTAL DEPRAVITY

otive required of everything we

conforms to God’s law
art alienated from God

1an Edwards (1703-1758) said that civil
‘ 2 is motivated by “enlightened self-
interest.”

Keep in mind, we're speaking of the fallen
human in a pre-regenerated state.
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nter this fallen state of radical

ferring to the
of that first sin.

e degree of corruption involved with
sin, not everyone 1is in agreement.

in committed, but to the
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t volatile controversies of the 4th
the doctrine of original sin.

ius took offense at St.
itten prayer: “Grant
hou commandest, and command what
st desire.”

14



y. It would be unjust of
to require his creatures to do what they are
ble to do in their own power.

must be able to achieve perfection. Though grace
aids our quest for moral perfection, grace is not
necessary for us to reach it.
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tion was alrea esent. The fall did not
> the requirement, but it did change us.

as once a moral possibility became,
t grace, a moral impossibility.
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lagius assert?

at human nature was

not be modified in its
oes not change our
ial moral nature

ay sin, but we remain “basically good.”

heart of Pelagius’s concern in his debate
ugustine was a desire to protect the idea
of man’s free will.

17
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elagius, man’s will remains
etains the capacity for

are born free of any predisposition to
e are all born in the same moral
n as Adam enjoyed before the fall.
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ree?
ed by the fall or not?

to choose from t you desire.

ee insofar as choosing from what you
A man cannot choose what he does NOT

i stine é'and the Reformers centuries later)
believed the Scriptures bear witness to the reality
tﬁat thle1 fall affected the whole person, including
the will.
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nability” = an impediment that is extrinsic to the
hus even if you will, you cannot carry it out

bility” = the inability to carry out a course of
r decision because you do not desire to

an a heart, alienated from God, corrupted from the fall,
- truly desire God and his righteousness apart from the
regenerating work of the Holy Spirit?

20



JOTAL DEPRAVITY

was condemned by the church, a
lanism” position emerged.

-Pelagian an is affected by the fall
race is necessary. But the person has the
to reject the grace or accept the grace in

strength.

ore, in the final analysis, the sinner in his
own strength is the one who determines
whether or not he will be redeemed or lost.
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lan view describes the “divine
to a person’s salvation:

ging the soul of the sinner and breathing new

rent on to say, "This is why I told you

that no one can come to me unless the Father
has enabled him" (John 6:65).
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