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t makes communication possible.
mples: power, knowledge, emotion, etc.

erefore we are both similar and dissimilar from
at the same time; God is known to us and
own to us at the same time.

= Deut. 29:29 states: “The secret things belong to the
LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us
and to our children forever, that we may follow all
the words of this law.”
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elf. He is self-existe
s Pure Being. Supreme Being. And we are
beings.

eing depends on God’s power of being. We are

creatures and by definition, a creature owes its
existence to its Creator.
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ion to God’s “otherness”
reatness, purity, righteousness,

Calvin: “Men are never duly touched and
essed with a conviction of their insignificance,
‘they have contrasted themselves with the
esty of God.”

.C. Sproul: “Any distortion of the character of God
poisons the rest of our theology. The ultimate form
of idolatry is humanism, which regards man as the
measure of all things.”
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listinctive of Reformed Theology is its
od’s Word alone.

uther: “Unless [ am convinced by Sacred
ipture or by evident reason, I will not recant.
onscience is held captive by the Word of God
0 act against conscience is neither right nor

Totestants did recognize other forms of authority:
church offices, civil magistrates, and church creeds
and confessions. But these forms of authority are

all derived from and subordinate to the authority
of God.
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: Reformers believed in Scripture’s
ity while Roman Catholic church

n Catholics taught that there are two sources
allible special revelation: Scripture and
011.

= Therefore, they wouldn’t let anyone interpret the
Bible in a way contrary to tradition. This is
precisely what Luther did, which ultimately led to
his excommunication.
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d to a high view of the Bible’s
considered the Bible to be the
m Dei) or the voice of God

t then does this say about all the different
ors of the Bible? What does inspiration
ally mean?

thors” individual styles remain intact. The
inspiration of the Bible refers to the divine
superintendence of Scripture, preserving it from
the intrusion of human error.
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ifference between the words

capable of making
ot err.

n error or failing. It

ancy = It does not err.

other words, infallibility describes ability or
potential. It describes something that cannot
happen. Inerrancy describes actuality.
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os (God’s infallible?

ibility to God and his work
of his nature and character.

espect to His nature, he is omniscient (all-
ng). With respect to his character, he is
nd all-righteous.

t may we conclude from this?
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two cases:
t limited in knowledge, then: he

;0d is all-knowing, but evil, then: He can’t make a
ke due to lack of knowledge, BUT he would be
lie, which involves evil or malicious intent.

- @ Conclusion: Since God is omniscient (all-knowing)

\ and morally perfect, he is incapable of telling a lie or
making an error. God is infallible and the words He
speaks is thus inerrant.
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ot to say that the writers were
themselves infallible. They

recisely beca umans are given to

nan authors required assistance in their
- R.C. Sproul

hat, for the Bible to be the Word of God,
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ians today (and some seminaries)
at God’s Word is inspired but

inspire error would require that God is
r lacking in knowledge or that He is evil.

uld possibly even call into question God’s
attributes (i.e. omnipotence).

o For 1stance, one could argue that if the Bible
contains errors, then God did not have enough
power to overcome the human propensity to
error.
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ent of the Reformation: The chance
ret Scripture (hermeneutics)

as afraid that if people had
, vould misinterpret it and
up all sorts of heresies.

formers felt the risk was worth it. To
1ve people from the very Word of God is the
ue.

Everyone has a right to interpret Scripture, but no
one has the right to misinterpret Scripture.

17



